Mengen Phonology Essentials* 

Daniel D. Rath 



t. Introduction 

The Mengen language is an Auslronesinn language spoken by approximately 5000 
people in the East New Britain Province of Papua New Guinea.' This paper highlights the 
essentials of Mengen phonology with emphasis given to the syllabic structure and 
morphophonemics of the language.' 

Special attention is given in this paper to the following areas of interest: I) number of 
vowel phonemes; 2) phonetic palatalisation and labialis^ition; and ?i) phonemic stress, 
especially in relation to the syllabiflcalion of phonemic vowel sequences. 



• .My family arid I have lived in Mangiruina village from April, 1 979, tollie present with occasional breaks. During 
iliis lime Ihe Mengen people have vullingly supplied many hours of assistance to our learninglhcir language, begiiuiing 
\Mih Joseph Talucsina and llahriel Ulokale. I also thank John Clilion for his con^ultanI help in Ihe description ofiliis 
I'honology. 

' The Mengen language group resides within Ihe Central I'oniio and West I'oniio census divisions along the south 
ciia.st ol'Ihe East New Britain Province lor approximately 65 miles from Malong xillage on the lunlheast to Ijiu village 
>>n Ihe southwest. I his paper rellecls the language as s|Miken in the villages near the Talmalmal district ollice onthe south 
coast (tf Jacquinot Bay. 

Chowning ( 1 969) places Mengen within the Mengen family of languages and names three dialects: Orford, east 
111 .Vlatoug village up to Wide Bay, I'oeng, Ivlween Matong and l^u villages; and Lx)ngomg.i, i.i "Bush Mengen", in 
ilie Nakanai Mountains northwest of the Fomio sulidistricl otlice. The names of these three dialects as such are not used 
hy the speakers of Mengen. 

My research seriously questions whether the Orford dialect is in fact a dialect of Mengen, as it been quite hea\ ily 
inlluenced by the neighbouringSulka language (NAN) on Wide Bay, Also, residents of the area from .Matong westwai il 
leel that Orford is another l.tnguage altogether. 

Chowning ( 1 976) cites research by Capell ( 1 971 ) which questions the Austronesian status of Mengen due to the 
possibility of some non-Auslronesian(N.\N)conslnic-tions in the grammar. Rath (1 986), however, gives more detailed 
infimnation alH)ut Ihe language which clarifies tlie AN status of Mengen, 

' Data for this paper have been gathered from a dictionary of approximately 3500 words, beginning Bible 
translation work, native authored and translated texts written in writers' workshops, and work that has led to Ihe 
fonuation of a vernacular pre-school programme in the language. 

Phonologies of Austronesian Languages, No. 2: 71-98 



Data Papers on Papua New Guinea Languages 
Volume 40 



Phonologies of 

Austronesian Languages 

No.2 



Edited by John M. Clifton 



Summer Institute of Linguistics 
Ukarumpa via Lae 
Papua New Guinea 



Papers in the series Data Papers on Papua New Guinea Languages (formerly 
Workpapers in Papua New Guinea Languages) express the author's Icnowledge at the 
time of writing. They do not necessarily provide a complete treatment of their topic. 
However, it is felt that these papers should be made available at this time. 

John M. Clifton. Series Editor 



Copyright © 1993 by the 

Summer Institute of Linguistics 

Ukarumpa via Lae 

Papua New Guinea 



Published 1993 



Printed by the SIL Printing Department 
Ukarumpa via Lae 
Papua New Guinea 



ISBN 9980 1095 9 



